Remarks 



Claims 52-64 were pending up to this Amendment. 

Claims 52-64 were rejected and appealed. 

The rejection of claims 52-59 were affirmed by the Board. 

Claims 52-59 are cancelled by this Amendment. 

The §112 rejection of claim 60 was affirmed by the Board. 

Claims 60-61 and 63-64 are amended. 

The § 103 rejections of claims 60-64 were reversed by the Board. 
Claims 60-64 are pending as a result of this Amendment. 
Applicants request the allowance of claims 60-64. 

The Board affirmed the rejections of claims 52-59. Applicants have cancelled those 
claims in the interest of obtaining allowance of other claims. Applicants will address the 
patentability of claims 52-59 in a related application. Accordingly, Applicants request these 
claims be cancelled without prejudice. 

The Board affirmed the § 1 12 rejection of claim 60. In opposition to the Examiner, the 
Board held that the term "generally laterally coextensive" met §1 12's definiteness requirement. 
(Board Decision at p. 4.) However, the Board also found that the non-ideality intended by 
Applicants' use of the word "generally" to qualify the terms "insulative" and "conductive" is 
already encompassed by the bare terms themselves. (Id. at p. 5-6.) As a result, Applicants have 
clarified the claims to remove the redundant term "generally" as applied to "insulative" and 
"conductive." Applicants contend such clarification satisfies §1 12's definiteness requirement as 
articulated by the Board. Further, the Board reversed the only other basis for rejecting claim 60. 
(Id. at p. 20-22.) Accordingly, Applicants request the allowance of claim 60. 

The Board also reversed all of the Examiner's expressed bases for rejecting claims 61-64. 
(Id.) Applicants submit that the clarifications addressed above benefit the dependent claims 61- 
64 as well and avoid the potential §112 rejection that the Board suggested the Examiner make 
upon reopening prosecution. (See Board Decision at p. 22.) 



Conclusion 

In light of the above amendments and remarks, as well as the Board's decision, 
Applicants submit that the pending claims are definite and allowable. Therefore, Applicants 
respectfully request allowance of all of the pending claims. If there are any matters which may 
be resolved or clarified through a telephone interview, the Examiner is requested to contact 
Applicants' undersigned attorney at the number indicated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: 7HX(H 

Charles B. Brantley II 
Reg. No. 38,086 
Micron Technology, Inc. 
8000 S. Federal Way 
Boise, ED 83716-9632 
(208) 368-4557 
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